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merchants of every country. Hence there is no
need of surprise at the inconceivable speed with
which false rumors spread through Europe. Here
the Greek merchants, who control two-thirds of the
commerce of Vienna, are entirely iu the interest of
Russia. A few days ago they started the rumor
that Napoleon had been taken prisoner. This absurd
statement brought about a fall on 'Change sof ten
per cent; so great is the contradiction between
public confidence and the passions of the moment**'

When the disasters in Russia became fully known,
these passions spread alarmingly. Count Otto wrote
a letter to Napoleon himself, December 18, 1812> in
which he said: "Your Majesty knows the elements
that compose the Viennese public too well not to
conjecture the impressions caused by recent events.
The most alarming rumors, the most painful con-
jectures and hopes have followed one another rapidly.
Nothing was talked about but the destruction of the
Grand Army, and the impossibility of beginning
another campaign. The Emperor and Ms Ministry,
who have a better knowledge of the resources of
France, took a fairer view of the condition of things.
They are confident of thu success of a second cam-
paign ; but they none the less desire to be commis-
sioned by Your Majesty with the honorable task of
trying to negotiate during the winter*" In the same
letter Count Otto confessed with noble frankness the
dangers of the situation, u Such,1* ha added, w is the
force of the passion of the moment* and such the